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fascinated by Sarah's knowledge, self-confidence, and strength
of character. She was charmed by her care and devotion,
and by all her resources of fun and comfort which so naturally
and spontaneously came to her aid. Very early indeed in these
young lives did those tics of love, kindling into passion on
one side, and into affection and sincere friendship on the other,
grow deep and strong, as yet unheeded by the bustling world.
There was a romantic, indeed pcrfervid, element in Anne's
love for Sarah to which the elder girl responded warmly
several years before she realized the worldly importance of
such a relationship. ** The beginning of the Princess's
kindness for me," wrote Sarah in after-days,
had a much earlier date than my entrance into her service. My
promotion to this honour was wholly owing to impressions she
had before received to my advantage ; we had used to play
together when she was a child, and she even then expressed a
particular fondness for me. This inclination increased with our
years. I was often at Court, and the Princess always distinguished
me by the pleasure she took to honour me, preferably to others,
with her conversation and confidence. In all her parties for
amusement I was sure by her choice to be one. . . ,*
The passage of time gradually but swiftly effaced the
difference in age, and Sarah as a married woman and mother
at twenty-one exercised only a stronger spell upon the
Princess of seventeen. " A friend," says Sarah,
was what she most coveted, and for the sake of friendship
which she did not disdain to have with me, she was fond even
of that equality which she thought belonged to it. She grew
uneasy to be treated by me with the form and ceremony due to
her rank, nor could she bear from me the sound of words
which implied in them distance and superiority. It was this
turn of mind which made her one day propose to me, that
whenever I should happen to be absent from her, we might in
all our letters write ourselves by feigned names, such as would
import nothing of distinction of rank between us. Morley and
Freeman were the names her fancy hit upon, and she left me to
choose by which of them I would be called. My frank, open
temper naturally led me to pitch upon Freeman, and so the
1 Conduct^ pp. 9-10.
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